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The neighborhood, its location and residents

Mariensztat is a post -war neighborhood located below the Royal Castle and

overlooked by St. Anna's Church. It is, however, separated from the Royal Castle

by an embankment with a streebNHreaws kig

B roi dtghee.

other urban borders are formed by: Wi s § o st rTaedVastulg Tract ) in the east 1

one of the busiest roads in Warsaw, which cuts Mariensztat away from the river;
a stretch of green in the south, which separates the neighborhood from the rest

of the Powi Sle quarter; and west edowk iwilsich Wlica

Bednarska runs (the lower part of the scarp belongs to the Mariensztat

nei ghborhood, t hough) . Formally, Mari ensztat
and belongs to the Powi Sle quarter (administrati ve

quarters) 1T a historic port, factory and residential area. Currently, modern
apartment blocks are being constructed
proximity to the University and its library, as well as to the Copernicus Science
Centre and the V istula river in general, attracts young people and makes the
neighborhood a more and more fashionable place to live in. Numerous coffee bar

besi

clubs and bookstore caf ®s ar e bsudcesgiullyo graming d

customers. It seems that despite it s location, Mariensztat remains somewhat

i solated from Powi Sl e.

Mariensztat's residents are mostly elderly people, whose families have lived here
since the post -war reconstruction, and younger people renting apartments and
working in $r - dmi eriSdcouplesithbut obildrenina r
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Mariensztat Market Square and the area around
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Map:

1. Pl.Zamkowy i Castle Square

2. Zamek Kr - T Roya Rastle

3. Arkady Kubickiego i Kubicki's Arcades

4. Multimedialny park fontann I Fountain Park

5. Wi s § @he Vistula

6. BulwarB. Gr z y maSiedleckiego i B. Gr z ySiedléck Boulevard

7. KoSci - § SiwSt AAna'siGhurch

8. Rynek Mariensztacki i Mariensztat Market Square

9. Skwer S. Orgelbranda - S. Orgelbrand Park

10. Przedszkole nr 7 1 kindergarten

11. I SLO i high school

12.Szkoga muzy E.Lhopinai immusic school

13. BUW i Centrum Nauki Kopernik T University Library & Copernicus Science
Centre
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Facilities in Mariensztat Market Square:

5
4

d
ul. Garbarska

ul. Mariensztat
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lokal gastronomiczny ¥ fryzier
1 kawiarnia Ogrody 4. pub G5
2. restauracja Bliss 5. bar ReForma + apteka
3. bar Barylka ' parking
Map:
lokal gastronomiczny I bars & restaurants
1. kawiarniaOgrody 1 " Ogrody" <caf ®
2. restauracja Bliss 1 "Bliss" restaurant
3. bar Baiy®Bkaydgka" bar
4, pubGS i "GS" pub
5. bar ReForma i "ReForma" bar
fryzjer i1 hairdresser
apteka T pharmacy
parking 1 parking lot
sklep T store
6. s p o Uy wicgrogery
7. zielarski 1 herbalist's
[ The "Ogrody" caf ®
completed. ]
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The observation of Mariensztat Market Square went on for 9 days T 1-7
September and 15 -16 September, i.e. for one full week and one weekend. During
those days it was mostly warm and sunny, it rained twice and on one afternoon

the weather got considerably worse. Weather is an important factor because
certain activities can only take place in favorable weather conditions. This
concerns chiefly "optional" activities, such as sunbathing, resting, reading,
splashing wa ter in the fountain. The observation was carried out systematically,

three times a day, at set hours i between 1 PM and 2 PM, between 4 PM and 5
PM, and between 7 PM and 8 PM. Careful records of people's activities were noted
down through the period of 6 m inutes selected at an observer's will from each
hour.

Each time, an observer spent an hour in the market square, taking notes

of all activities that people undertook during that time. They drew lines

on their maps, recording the moving patterns of passers -by, places
where they sat down and where they stopped with their children.

Besides numerical data, each of the six observers noted down their
observations, conclusions and recommendations.

QUICK PASSAGE The place remains underused, especially when one considers
its spatial potential. At almost every time of the day, Mariensztat Market Square

seems deserted. Most people just go around it, choosing side streets as they walk

from bus and tram stops. Few cross the market square, treating itas a s hortcut.
Most people walk across the square on the weekends, which is often connected

with family strolls and sightseeing. Depending on the time of the day, between 7

and 54 people cross Mariensztat Market Square within 6 minutes' time (the
frequency is no t steady, it may depend on public transport timetables).
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Numer of people crossin the Mariensztat Market Square in the course
of 6 minutes on each day of the week
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FOUNTAIN Passers -by like to stop by the fountain, but since there are no
benches next to it, they tend not to linger. Children eagerly walk around the
fountain's edge, splashing water and touchi ng the sculptures .

Www.namiejscu.org
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Saturday in Mariensztat Market Square

COUPLES Love couples often sit on the fountain's edge for a moment,
sometimes take a photo of themselves. The market square's peacefulness might

work in favor of their shared intimacy, but the emptiness of this rather vast space
often makes them continue their trip in search for some quiet, cozier place.

WHO SITS DOWN People passing along Ulica tr-dgowa of't

the fountain and look at it. Due to the vicinity of the Old Town and U lica
Krakowskie Przedmi eSci e, Mariensztat sees a | ot of
families strolling on the weekends), but passers -by rarely stop and linger for a

while in the market square itself. A more common sight is groups of young

friendssittin g in the caf®' s outside garden. It is, howeyv

market square from the beer garden of a popular pub, as right next to it there is
a parking lot that clearly separates people from what is happening e.g. at the
fountain.
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The " Barygka" pub and the parking |

SPORTS Sport activities observed in the market square included frisbee
throwing (young people), kick scooter riding (children) and badminton (children).

Those were, however, isolated cases that took place o n a warm Sunday.
Additionally, the market square is often crossed by cyclists who take the cycling

lane by Ulica Garbarska.

EVENTS  (during our observation) i on 8™ and 9™ September (Saturday and
Sunday), there was a "Cereal Picnic" and a "Pork Picnic" o rganized in Mariensztat
Market Square by the National Council of Agricultural Chambers. We took note of

the limited number of customers, the surprise of passers -by and the lack of
information regarding the event's plan. Vendors we talked to expressed their
disappointment with little to no interest from the general public and the small

number of buyers.
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fundacja@namiejscu.org

ot

n

fror



10

The Cereal Picnic and the Pork Picnic

SEASONAL MARKET On Saturday, Mariensztat was also a venue for a one -day
market organized by the local authoritie s as part of a broader initiative called "On

a market day". The purpose of the action was to persuade vendors trading their

goods in various streets of Warsaw to move their business to the city's one -day
marketplaces, and to encourage people to shop there. Mariensztat was suggested
as a possible venue by the residents themselves. The one -day market is open

every Saturday between 7.30 AM and 2.30 PM, except for holidays.

The whole market basically boiled down to one stall. There were neither many
vendors, nor customers. Moreover, the space for vendors' stalls was full of cars,
despite the parking ban introduced on the market day. The market has been
discontinued.

Www.namiejscu.org
fundacja@namiejscu.org



11

The Saturday market lost among cars that should not have been parking in Ulica
Garbarska tha t weekend

FOOD In the vicinity of Mariensztat Market Square, there are no fast food spots

or establishments with takeaway food. Therefore, you cannot run into people
enjoying a snack or a lunch in the market square. It is a potential challenge,
consideri ng nearby schools and offices.

ON A TOURIST ROUTE In spite of its relative desolation, Mariensztat makes a

good impression on people who visit the place for the first time. Overhearing

random conversations of passers -by, we found out that people consider this area
charming and widely unknown. It is also a stopping point for many sightseeing

tours, although those seldom visit the market square itself, usually only looking

at it from side streets, mainly from Ulica Mariensztat. If passers -by take photos,
th ey are exclusively pictures in front of the fountain. We did not observe anyone

taking a photo of e.g. the townhouses or any other spot in the market square.

Www.namiejscu.org
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PLACES TO SIT DOWN Passers - by usually take a seat on one of the benches
al ong Ul i ca taces |dftfop peaple sufgest that the benches around the
trees in the market square are used mostly for drinking beer. It is worth noting

that there are no trash bins around.

There are no doubt more places to sit down than people willing to use them. One
of the reasons might be that the seats are badly situated, e.g. the long bench in
Ulica Garbarska offers a view of a cycling lane and a parking lot.

The bench is sporadically used by cyclists (being next to the cycling lane) or
those waiting for someone near their car. People like to look at other people, not
at parked cars.

Www.namiejscu.org
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Another use of the bench in Ulica Garbarska

ca tr-dgowa after the observat
ramps for baby carriages and wheelchairs had been cons
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Architectural barriers in the vicinity; cyclists opted for riding down beside the
steps

T e T L

A car parked exactly in the middle of the cycling lane along Ulica Garbarska
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SOCIAL VALUE

Mariensztat Market Square is a common place for love couples' romantic walks.

People tend to meet at the fountain. Sometimes the area's residents meet with

each other too, usually at the corner of Ulica Mariensztat and Ulica Sowia. Given

the large space, t he market square could be a good place for a friends' get -
together; during our observation, however, we noticed that friends' meetings are

rather few and far between. Most interpersonal contacts are of a passive nature.

The fountain is the only element t hat evokes active behavior among the

people in Mariensztat Market Square. A bathing dog draws attention, children
play and splash water, some people sit for a moment on the fountain's edge.
Strangers engage in eye -contact, casual conversations occur. The f ountain's

immediate area blends in well with the market square's atmosphere, it is gray
and toned down.

Www.namiejscu.org
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NEIGHBORS At the corner of Ulica Mariensztat and Ulica Sowia, there is a notice
board for the residents with a lot of news and information regarding current
events and local issues (e.g. a letter to the city authorities concerning the noise).
This may be an evidence  of the residents' interest in the communal space and the

neighbors' cooperation. However, in the real life, true good neighbor
relations are difficult to notice, occasionally two people exchange greetings in
passing, someone engages in a conversation from their balcony or just nods

politely towards an acquaintance. We failed to observe any other interactions.

Despite being quite empty, the market square is not very clean. Everyday, we
noticed beer bottles left under the trees and plenty of cigarette butts near the
benches (again: no trash bins around).

Www.namiejscu.org
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Observations carried out between 1 PM and 2 PM from Monday to Friday

OBSERVATION JOURNAL

On average, 10 to 30 people cross Mariensztat Market Square in every 6
minutes , women slightly prevail. Most passers -by are between 18  and 50 years
of age. Occasionally, elderly people may be noticed.

Passers-by engaged predominantly in necessary activities, usually a walk
to/from a bus or tram stop, or leaving/coming back home. Those activities can be

described as individual and transito ry . The majority of people were in a hurry,

quickly passing along the most frequented side streets TUlica tr-dgowa
Garbarska. Nevertheless, occasionally someone slowed down, looked around,

glanced at the fountain or even washed their hands in it . Only few people crossed

the market square from one side to the other; those who did, mainly treated it as

a shortcut (due to the road works in Ulica Mariensztat, it was, however,

hampered).

Main walking routes and directions of passers -by between Monday and
Friday
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Map scribblings, left to right, top to bottom:
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100s./30min 7 10 ppl/ 30 min
150s. 1 15 ppl /30 min

rowery - bicycles

40s./30min T 4ppl/ 30 min

20s./30min 7 2ppl/ 30 min

ok. 25 0s. / 30 min T about 25 ppl /30 min

A =Aa-Aa-a -4

Places where most people sat down
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Map scribblings, left to right, top to bottom:

1 chwila i a moment

1 +pies 1 +adog

1 pary 1 couples

1 czekanaauto T waiting forthe car
Some individuals would take a seat on the bench under a tree. It never
happened, though, that every space under each tree (there are three of them)

was simultaneously occupied. Although a few people were sitting outside the
"Ogrody" <caf ®, t h eppessed #esolatedsatjthanitime of the day.

Www.namiejscu.org
fundacja@namiejscu.org

18



19

. . _ha
migjwr

Monday -Friday,4PM 1 5PM

Among the people in the market square, there are as many men as women, with

a slight predomination of women. Most passers -by are 18 -34 (80%) and 35 -50
years old, there are only a few older (51 -65) people and very few people over 65

y.0. (1%).

On average, 40 people cross Mariensztat Market Square in every 6 minutes

Transitory and necessary activities definitely prevail, almost nobody stops or

sits down in the market square. Most frequent directions are from/to Castle

Square and public transport stops. Pass ers-by seem to include mainly people

after work (e.g. carrying laptops), mothers with children (toddlers) and shopping

bags, as well as occasional tourists. People who linger at the market square are

mostly those walking their dogs or waiting for someone n ext to the parking lot

(they usually sit on the long concrete bench running beside the parking lot).

When the weather is nice, quite a few people also occupy the local

establishments' outside gardens, mo st of them at

Passers-byalsosit down f or a short rest on one of the benct

or under the trees.
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The view from Ulica Nowy Zjazd; despite the beautiful weather, the market
square is empty

Monday -Friday,7PM 1 8PM

On average, 15 people cross Mariensztat Market Square in every 6 minutes

We observed a few groups of cyclists. People who stroll, sit or wait usually do it in

company; when the weather is good, longer and optional activities prevail. It
could be clearly seen that walkers, joggers, cyclists as well as those s imply

looking to relax (sitting by the fountain, smoking cigarettes on a bench) had
chosen this place deliberately. The large majority (over 90%) of people in the
market square are between 18 and 50 years old. The number of men and women
is almost the same T 70% are couples!

Saturday -Sunday

Weekend is, without a doubt, the time when the traffic in Mariensztat Market

Square is at its heaviest. On average, 35 people and over a dozen cyclists
(except for the evenings, when there are only individual cyclists) Cross
Mariensztat Market Square in every 6 minutes at all times of the day. The
heaviest pedestrian and cyclist traffic occurs in the afternoon (after 4 PM). For
Mariensztat this is a real crowd, but compared to the nearby Royal Tract,
it is still far from impressive. For comparison, we present a chart showing the
traffic intensity on an early Sunday afternoon (1 PM) in both Mariensztat Market
Square and Ulica Krakowski e Przedmi eSci e (near
Bednarska).

350

300

250 m pedestrians/6 min

200

150 cyclists/6min

100

50
0 _ |
Krakowskie Rynek Mariensztacki
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